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The newly discovered diary of a Polish teenager in the Lodz ghetto during World War II—
originally published by Jewish Family & Children’s Services of San Francisco, now available in a
revised, illustrated, and beautifully designed trade edition.After more than seventy years in
obscurity, the diary of a teenage girl during the Holocaust has been revealed for the first time.
Rywka’s Diary is at once an astonishing historical document and a moving tribute to the many
ordinary people whose lives were forever altered by the Holocaust. At its heart, it is the diary of a
girl named Rywka Lipszyc who detailed the brutal conditions that Jews in the Lodz ghetto, the
second largest in Poland, endured under the Nazis: poverty, hunger and malnutrition, religious
oppression, and, in Rywka’s case, the death of her parents and siblings. Handwritten in a school
notebook between October 1943 and April 1944, the diary ends literally in mid-sentence. What
became of Rywka is a mystery. A Red Army doctor found her notebook in Auschwitz after its
liberation in 1945 and took it back with her to the Soviet Union.Rywka’s Diary is also a moving
coming-of-age story, in which a young woman expresses her curiosity about the world and her
place in it and reflects on her relationship with God—a remarkable affirmation of her
commitment to Judaism and her faith in humanity. Interwoven into this carefully translated diary
are photographs, news clippings, maps, and commentary from Holocaust scholars and the girl’s
surviving relatives, which provide an in-depth picture of both the conditions of Rywka's life and
the mysterious end to her diary.Moving and illuminating, told by a brave young girl whose strong
and charismatic voice speaks for millions, Rywka’s Diary is an extraordinary addition to the
history of the Holocaust and World War II.

“[Rywka's Diary]—a work of elegant translation and painstaking contextualization by Holocaust
scholars and surviving family members that sharpens the historical and spiritual lens through
which it's absorbed—puts breath to a nearly lost voice.” — Chicago Tribune“More than just
anoth-er obscure Holo-caust doc-u-ment, due to both its sear-ing emo-tion-al-i-ty and the ease
with which one can iden-ti-fy with the coura-geous Rywka, the book details life in the Lodz ghet-
to, the sec-ond largest ghet-to in Poland, from the per-spec-tive of a young woman com-ing of
age.” — Jewish Book Council“During the dark days of the Holocaust, a bright 14-year-old girl of
the Lodz ghetto committed her deepest feelings to a diary. . . . It is well-known that many diaries
were written during the Holocaust. Most, like their authors, were lost. Only a few, like Lipszyc’s,
survived. Her ultimate fate may be unknown, but her journal of torment is a testament to the
survival of the human spirit in the face of evil.” — Kirkus ReviewsFrom the Back CoverThe newly
discovered diary of a Polish teenager in the Lodz ghetto during World War II—originally
published by Jewish Family & Children’s Services of San Francisco, now available in a revised,
illustrated, and beautifully designed trade edition.After more than seventy years in obscurity, the



diary of a teenage girl during the Holocaust has been revealed for the first time. Rywka’s Diary is
at once an astonishing historical document and a moving tribute to the many ordinary people
whose lives were forever altered by the Holocaust. At its heart, it is the diary of a girl named
Rywka Lipszyc who detailed the brutal conditions that Jews in the Lodz ghetto, the second
largest in Poland, endured under the Nazis: poverty, hunger and malnutrition, religious
oppression, and, in Rywka’s case, the death of her parents and siblings. Handwritten in a school
notebook between October 1943 and April 1944, the diary ends literally in mid-sentence. What
became of Rywka is a mystery. A Red Army doctor found her notebook in Auschwitz after its
liberation in 1945 and took it back with her to the Soviet Union.Rywka’s Diary is also a moving
coming-of-age story, in which a young woman expresses her curiosity about the world and her
place in it and reflects on her relationship with God—a remarkable affirmation of her
commitment to Judaism and her faith in humanity. Interwoven into this carefully translated diary
are photographs, news clippings, maps, and commentary from Holocaust scholars and the girl’s
surviving relatives, which provide an in-depth picture of both the conditions of Rywka's life and
the mysterious end to her diary.Moving and illuminating, told by a brave young girl whose strong
and charismatic voice speaks for millions, Rywka’s Diary is an extraordinary addition to the
history of the Holocaust and World War II.About the AuthorDr. Anita Friedman leads Jewish
Family and Children's Services (JFCS) of the San Francisco Bay Area, one of the largest and
oldest family service institutions in the United States. She oversees the JFCS Holocaust Center,
which is dedicated to remembrance, research, and education about the Holocaust.Read more
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Edward M. Janes, “"The Diary of Rywka Lipszyc". The author’s diary was found in Auschwitz and
then "lost” for 70 years. Recently studied, translated and published, it tells the story of a young
teen aged girl’s failed attempt to survive, having courageously struggled in the Lodz Ghetto only
to later be murdered in the notorious extermination camp.Early on we learn her parents perish at
the hands of the oppressor; Rywka is orphaned and helpless in one of the most terrifying places
ever conceived in the minds of men. She winds up cramped and starving with distant cousins
whose efforts to get through clash with her own battle to endure.Striking about this diary is the
never ending focus and love Lipszyc expresses for God and faith. Her refusal to disavow may be
viewed by some as a convincing symbol of many centuries of Jewish stubbornness in the face of
ugly murderous persecution. Equally striking are the journal entries of a child; confused, angry,
helpless and yet still capable of boundless love and hope.Tortuous and painful, the reader is
dumbfounded (again) by the utter madness of a regime that would target children. Here is an
entry, a poem, that made particular impact on this reviewer.February 14, 1944“My God! Isn't it
enough?How much longer are we going to suffer?We are full of longing something is choking us
like a bone.What's going to happen tomorrow, we don't know?Oh God! help us at last!This
ghetto is a monstrous machine!God, how long will this Poison Life last?We are doing worse and
worse…There is no hope... It's getting darker…Do we have to be alone?To waste our lives in the
closed the ghetto?Our life is miserable…But it could have been so fabulous!I'm burning! … I
can't put out the fire,I'm entangled by this eternal suffering!...O God! Everything is in your hands!
Calm our bleeding hearts!...Put an end to our torment!O', how to satisfy these hungry souls!””

Rebecca, “Riveting. This is serious. It reminded me, yet again, why we must NEVER FORGET.
An incarnation of evil destroyed millions over 50 years ago. This incarnation of evil did not
perpetrate his atrocities ALL on day 1. He went in steps. If we ‘cannot remember the past’ we
will be ‘condemned to repeat it.’”

Lynn Nelson, RN, “History of Jews in Poland. This book is based on true history and relates the
life of a young Jewish girl in the ghetto during ww2.  I enjoy reading history.”

Esther Cameron, “Required reading. Rywka's diary conveys the raw immediacy of suffering and
the struggle to remain human more powerfully than anything I can recall reading.”

Donn Perlut, “RIGHT UP FRONT WITH ANN. RIGHT UP FRONT WITH ANN FRANK”

Cheryl M-M, “I think Rywka would love the fact her words are having an impact on many readers.
Perhaps a better title would have been: Where is Rywka? It is certainly the question I was left
with after reading this book. The diary of Rywka Lipszyc has been verified as one of the many
manuscripts hidden or buried by some of the unfortunate individuals on the Sonderkommando



in Auschwitz. Those brave men hid detailed manuscripts, diaries and other written accounts of
concentration camp victims in an attempt to retain some kind of evidence. Evidence of the
atrocities committed by the Nazis and their many collaborators. As we now know, they were right
to think there would be a highly organised attempt to cover up everything that took place during
the Holocaust.It’s interesting to note that a lot of the pictures of the Lodz Ghetto used in the book
are actually propaganda photos (much like the ones taken in the Warsaw Ghetto) taken by the
Nazis themselves in an attempt to manipulate what the world thought was going on in the
ghettos. Instead of the truth they presented healthy and glorified images of the situations, which
is why many of the photos seemingly portray happy workers and healthy people.The truth was
and still is an indicator of the abysmal deeds the human race is capable of.Holocaust survivors
are plagues by survivor guilt, pain, despair, anger and feelings of helplessness. Is it any word the
majority of them choose to bury the memories of this period in their lives in a deep dark locked
box, hidden away in the back of their minds. Some of them never speak of their experiences at
all, others changed their identities and even religion, which means the people around them may
never know what their loved ones went through in the Holocaust.Rywka’s diary is much like that
of any other young girl, full of emotional turmoil and personal drama. It often seems as if she
chooses not to reveal the entire despair and pain she feels. Keeping an element of denial and in
doing so a steady level of normality in her dismal world. She tries not to acknowledge the truth
about her baby brother and sister, although her subconscious and the truth slip through now and
again in her writing.Mina had to make a choice between Rywka and Esther. Her decision was
the most logical and one all of us would have made. Regardless of that fact I think she still feels
a certain amount of guilt because of her choice. She based it on information given to her by the
doctor treating Rywka,Perhaps we will never know what really happened to Rywka. If she is alive
then perhaps the trauma has caused some sort of amnesia, maybe she feels resentment
towards her cousins or being with them could bring back memories she doesn’t want to relive.
The reality and the more probable scenario is that Rywka didn’t survive very long after the
cousins were separated, and she is buried somewhere under a wrong name or in a completely
different place.I recommend this book to anyone interested in the Holocaust, history and
eyewitness accounts of that particular era.I received a copy of this book, courtesy of the
publisher, via Edelweiss.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Arrived earlier than initially promused.. The book was purchased asa
Christmas gift and was enthusiastically received.”

The book by Anita Friedman has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 24 people have provided feedback.
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